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PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.03 pm]: Today, 
15 October, is observed in a number of countries as well as New South Wales as Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Remembrance Day. I wish to advise the house that the Western Australian government has determined to 
formally recognise this day in Western Australia. I also acknowledge that this recognition has received support 
by all parties represented in this house. The recognition of Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day in 
Western Australia ensures that those babies lost through miscarriage or stillbirth, or who have died shortly after 
birth, are remembered. Equally, it gives us the opportunity to respect and recognise the immense grief that is 
suffered by parents and family members irrespective of the gestational age of the baby lost. One in every 
five Australian women will endure the loss of a baby in their lifetime, and many women may experience two or 
more pregnancy losses. Although major medical advances have been made and leading research is underway, 
some of which is occurring here in Perth through research institutions including the School of Women’s and 
Infants’ Health at the University of Western Australia, the Women and Infants Research Foundation and the 
Telethon Kids Institute, there is still much to be discovered.  

In Western Australia alone, almost one in five stillbirths remains unexplained. When people go through the 
experience of losing a baby during pregnancy or early infancy they look for answers and hopefully may come to 
understand that they are not alone. All too often pregnancy and early infancy loss will only be revealed and 
discussed when we learn of someone else who has had a similarly tragic experience. However, many people may 
not know where to turn for help and support. Help is available. SIDS and Kids Western Australia, for example, 
provides extensive support and services to bereaved families including specialised counselling services and  
a 24-hour free telephone support line. The King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women, as the statewide tertiary 
hospital for gynaecology, obstetrics and neonatology, provides a range of integrated bereavement support. In 
particular, its memorial garden is a unique and precious place for the interment of ashes of stillborn babies, 
a place to honour the special bond between parents and their loved ones. Each month, the hospital’s pastoral care 
services holds an interment of ashes service to which all families who have experienced a recent loss are invited. 
Since 1989, the ashes of over 17 000 babies have been placed in the memorial garden. The support and pastoral 
care provided by health professionals and those who work in the field of perinatal and infant loss is exceptional. 
Their dedication, commitment, sensitivity and compassion in very difficult circumstances is something we 
recognise and truly appreciate. 

Through this remembrance day, which will now be observed in Western Australia every 15 October, it is hoped 
that there will be a greater awareness in the community about the immeasurable impact that pregnancy and early 
infancy loss has on so many women, their partners and families. We hope that, through the recognition of their 
loss and the subsequent pain endured, this remembrance day can play a small part in enabling families to find 
a way forward in their grieving. Most importantly, this remembrance day acknowledges that these babies were 
lovingly anticipated and remain forever in their parents’ hearts.  

I take the opportunity to advise the house that in the President’s gallery today are Mr and Mrs John and Kate 
De’Laney. Mr and Mrs De’Laney campaigned very strongly to have this day recognised in Western Australia 
and it was Mrs De’Laney who wrote to the Premier last year requesting that this occur. In this regard, I simply 
want to thank them and hope that this day brings them some comfort.  

The PRESIDENT: Welcome to the gallery Mr and Mrs De’Laney. 
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